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What is claimed is: 

In a network inc\uding a client system and a plurality of servers including a host 
server, the plurality of sef^ers hosting application programs, a method for presenting to 
the client system applicatioi^ programs that are available for use, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) receiving by a host server ^plication-related information corresponding to 
application programs hosted by at least one of a plurality of servers; 

(b) receiving by the host system user credentials from a client system; 

8 (c) determining for each hosted application program whether that hosted application 

9 program is available to the client system based on the user credentials and the 

10 application-related information; 

1 1 (d) creating an output display indicating each hosted application program that is available 

12 to the client system for execution; and 

1 3 (e) transmitting the created output displa^to the client system. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 wherein steA (a) further comprises receiving by a web 

2 server application-related information corresj^onding to application programs hosted by at 

3 least one of a plurality of servers. 

1 3, The method of claim 2 further comprisirig the steps of: 

2 (a) parsing an SGML document; 
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(b) retrieving, ^sponsive to the parsed SGML document, application-related information 
correspoUng to application programs hosted by at least one of the plurality of 



servers. 



1 4. 



The method o^laim 1 wherein step (b) comprises receiving by the host system 

2 biometric user credential!^ from a client system. 

3 5. The method of claiW 1 wherein step (b) comprises receiving by the host system 

4 encrypted user credentials frJ^m a chent system. 

5 6. The method of claim iWherein step (b) further comprises: 

6 (b-a) receiving by the host systeV, user credentials from a cHent system; 

7 (b-b) authenticating at the host seL the user of the dient system based on the received 

8 user credentials; and 

9 (b-c) executing a selected one of the amiable application programs hosted by one of the 

10 plurality of servers without requiring fur^er receipt of user credentials from the client 

1 1 system. 

12 7. The method of claim 1 wherein step (\n comprises creating an SGML output 

13 display indicating each hosted application progU that is available to the client system 

14 for execution. 

15 8. The method of claim 1 wherein step (d) comcnses creating an HTML output 

16 display indicating each hosted application program thkt is available to the client system 

17 for execution. 
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18 9. The method of claim 1 wherein step (d) comprises creating an output display 

19 representing theWailable appUcation programs as icons in a graphical user interface 

20 window. 

1 10. The method of claim 1 wherein step (e) comprises transmitting the created output 

2 display to the client system using HTTP 

1 11. The method of claimv further comprising the step of: 

2 (f) receiving a request to execute one of the available hosted application programs; and 

3 (h) executing the requested application program. 



1 12. The method of claim 1 1 wherein step (h) further comprises executing the 

2 requested application in a window conmined in the output display page. 

1 13. The method of claim 1 1 further conmrising the step of establishing a cormection 

2 between the cUent system and the server hostmg the requested application. 

1 14. The method of claim 1 further comprising\he step of communicating, by the host 

2 server, with the plurality of servers in order to detern\ine application programs hosted by 

3 the plurality of servers. 
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In a network including ^eb server and a server hosting at least one application, a 
method for displaying each applia^ti(^ qjOjlable to a client system, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving user credentials from the dlient system; 
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5 (b) maintaining application-related information corresponding to each application 

6 program hosteU by the server; 

7 (c) determining whether^ach application program hosted by the server is available for 

8 use by a user of the client system based on the user credentials and the 

9 application-related iniUmation; 

10 (d) creating, responsive to the mtennination, an output display indicating each hosted 

1 1 application program thajJs^vailable to the client system for execution; and 

12 (d) transmitting the created output uisplay to the client system. 

ZIn a network including a client system and a plurality of servers hosting 
iications, a web server comprising; 
a service module collecting application-related information corresponding to application 

programs hosted by tl^e plurality of servers; 
a receiver receiving user credentials from the client system; 
a database storing the collected application-related information wherein the service 

module determines for eacRapplication program hosted by the plurality of servers 
whether that hosted application program is available to the client system for 
execution based on the user cre\jentials and the application-related information 
stored in the database; 

an output display creation engine creating dutput displays indicating each hosted program 

available to the client system for execmion; and 
a transmitter transmitting created output display^, to the client system. 
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1 17. The server of claim lb wherein said service module transmits a datagram to the 

2 plurality of servers to collect tne application-related information corresponding to the 

3 application programs hosted by uhose servers. 

1 1 8. The server of claim 16 v^lkrein said output display creation engine parses SGML 

2 document templates. \ 

1 19. The server of claim 18 wherem said transmitter transmits available application 

2 information using HTTP. \ 

f \ 



-47- 



